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Shimbashi Station Building on completion

“Summary of the Construction of the Tokyo Urban Elevated
Railway,” 1914

The finer details and embellishments are different, but the
overall shape and proportions are the same as the
Manseibashi Station Building.
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The south entrance to Ueno Station and the
surroundings around 1912 (the end of the Meiji Era
and the start of the Taisho Era).

“History of Ueno Station,” 1932.

The first Ueno station building, completed in 1885, and
built near the present Hirokoji entrance. It was a
two-storied Western style brick structure facing east, but
the South Entrance seen in the photo, closer to Ueno
Hirokoji, became the main gateway.
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The Railway Networks in 1895
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@Shimbashi - Yokohama was opened as a government line in 1872.
@Ueno - Kumagaya was opened in 1883 as a private line owned
by Nippon Railway.
@The Shinagawa Line between Shinagawa and Akabane was constructed
to connect the government line and the Nippon Railway line in 1885.
@Sobu Railway opened its line to Honjo (now Kinshicho) in 1894.
@Kobu Railway opened its line to lidamachi in 1895.
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FL# Legend

s 1885F F TICAML B BEDIEIR Government lines in operation before 1885

18855 % TICBAE L - FABRSXEOBEAR Private lines in operation before 1885

e 1886~1895%F % TIBA:EL /- B BKIEDEEAR Private lines opened between 1886 and 1895
¢ BHERIE, WWHRERRC  Excluding horse tramways and freight lines
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Compiled from information obtained from “Handbook of Private Railways of
Japan”by Yasuo Wakuda, “Changes to Railway Construction and Improvements
around Tokyo Station” by Mamoru Takiyama and Hisamori Morita (in “The Birth
of Tokyo Station”, compiled by Hideo Shima), “The Development of Tokyo's
Railway Network and Sub-Centers” by Eiichi Aoki (in “Shinjuku Station”, compiled
by the Shinjuku Historical Museum).
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Full view of Tokyo Station immediately after cc

Commemorative Photo Album, December 1914

The entrance at the center was for the exclusive use of the Imperial household. The dome to the right

(south) was used as the entrance, and the dome to the left (north) was used as the exit. The separation
between entrance and the continued until 1948. A large open space was created in front of the station.
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1884 (17th year of the Meiji Era)

The Tokyo City Area Improvement
Plan, the first urban design plan,
created by Akimasa Yoshikawa,
the Governor of Tokyo Prefecture
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In the 1880s, the urban infrastructure of the Edo Period
had been stretched to its limits, and the movement to
make Tokyo a metropolis suitable for the capital of a
modern country began to gather momentum. Railway
planning was e of the main areas of focus, and plans
were made to build a railw
connect Shimbashi and Ueno, T g
terminals. Construction of a Central Terminal to replace
those two was also planned. The purpose
connect government and privately owned railwa
had been built independently in several directio
to create a network. This would provide inner-city
transport and also create a through transportation
artery that would run the length of the Japanese
islands. The Central Terminal at the nucleus would be
the point of convergence for the nationwide railway
and in 1890, an o al directive for its
on was issued by the Minister of Internal
. Construction of the elevated tracks through the
d in 1900, but work was suspended when the
ia began.. It esumed in 1906 and the
ated railway line was completed in 1910. The
construction of the Central Terminal took six and a half

Committee first announced construction plans.
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Compiled from information obtained from “Handbook
of Private Railways of Japan”by Yasuo Wakuda,
“Changes to Railway Construction and Improvements
around Tokyo Station” by Mamoru Takiyama and
Hisamori Morita (in “The Birth of Tokyo Station”,
compiled by Hideo Shima), “The Development of
Tokyo's Railway Network and Sub-Centers” by Eiichi
Aoki (in “Shinjuku Station”, compiled by the Shinjuku
Historical Museum).
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The Railway Networks in 1895

@Shimbashi - Yokohama was opened as a government line in 1872.
@Ueno - Kumagaya was opened in 1883 as a private line owned
by Nippon Railway.
@The Shinagawa Line between Shinagawa and Akabane was constructed
to connect the government line and the Nippon Railway line in 1885.
@Sobu Railway opened its line to Honjo (now Kinshicho) in 1894.
@Kobu Railway opened its line to lidamachi in 1895.
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FL#5 Legend

e 1885F F TICHEL =B BB EDEEHR Government lines in operation before 1885

w1885 & TICBEL /- FASBKEDEEAR Private lines in operation before 1885

e 1886~1895F % TICH:E L -FABRIKIEDEER Private lines opened between 1886 and 1895
M BERKE, WWIREFRS  Excluding horse tramways and freight lines
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Plan View and Cross Section of Urban Tracks between
Kanasugibashi and Zenikamecho (Partial)

Commemorative Photo Album, December 1914

The plan view of the construction of the urban elevated track. It
follows the original plan by Baltzer. The Marunouchi Station
building of the Central Terminal designed by Kingo Tatsuno is
drawn in and the original freight facilities on the Yaesu side
have been changed into a yard for passenger cars.
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1895 (28th year of the Meiji Era)

The decision is made to construct
the Central Terminal and the urban
elevated railway between Shimbashi
and the Central Terminal.
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One feature of Tokyo Station is that it has through
tracks, unlike the central terminal stations in the big
cities of Europe, the original Shimbashi and Yokohama
stations, and Ueno station, where tracks come to a
stub-end next to the station building. The stub-end

design allows the station to face the built-up city area,

by locomotives, for both passengers and freight, a large
area and a great deal of time was required for
locomotives to uncouple from the cars and couple at the
other end to reverse the direction of travel. The
through-track choice was a rational and wise one by
railway official,s who placed highest priority on smooth
train movement along the elevated tracks linking

Shimbashi and Ueno.
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Kingo Tatsuno

(1854 - 1919)

Born in Karatsu, Hizen (currently Karatsu City
Prefectu udied under J dor at the Tech:
College and went to England f

1879. Upon his

ts, and was a dominant figure in the M
tural world. Left public office in 1903 to start
ved in the design and

sonstruction of the Central Station (Tokyo Station), the
Head Office of the Bank of J n, and many other
buildings that symbolized the autho f the Meiji
Nation. In addition to the Bank o an and Tokyo
Station, he sought to do the Diet Building project in a
bid to complete the three largest construction projects
in the nation, but died before he could do so. In the
railway sector, he also designed the stations of
Manseibashi and Hamadera Koen (Nankai Railw i
addition to Tokyo Station.
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Part of the facade of the station.
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The first plan for the Central Station by Kingo Tatsuno.
Reprinted from “The 80 Year History of the Tokyo Station Hotel”
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Central Station Building Exhibit (Around 1911)

Kingo Tatsuno spent eight years on the design of the Central Station, with
a number of gn plans being considered. This n exhibit drawing
believed to have been prepared from the final design plans. It has added
color to the elevation plan, with people coming and going to and from the
station, with automobiles, horse carriages, and rickshaws also drawn. It is
be d that this was produced based on the plans, to give the public an
idea of what the station building would look like in its completed state.
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Around the Imperial Carriage approach, the central entrance to Tokyo Station, with a balcony.
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1903 (the 36th year of the Meiji Era)

The design work for the station
building is entrusted to
Kingo Tatsuno
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The feature of the Kingo Tatsuno design is the overall
expression of Western design in contrast to the mixed
Japanese-Western design proposal by Baltzer, and while
inheriting the basic layout concept of separate buildings
by Baltzer, he combined them into his plans for a single
building. The architectural style itself contains unique
designs called the “Tatsuno Renaissance Style” in many
places, and the domes at both ends are already drawn in
the first design plan. With the war with Russia ending
in a victory for Japan while the design work was being
done, the construction budget was increased
dramatically and the station building grew into a
gigantic structure, unprecedented in Japan but worthy

of a newly emerging nation.
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