&8 i;t—..:

TR

o

kil -_i]—z nliiﬁs

q i
=
Q\FF

1914 & s

LR T

il

uonelS 0AYOoJ, Jo I0LIaul 9y J,

1914 (3rd year of the Taisho era)
Completion of Tokyo Station
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The Marunouchi Station Building in magnificent
renaissance style, brick layered with steel framed
construction, three stories high, with octagonal
concourses at both the left and right ends that were
topped by great domes with copper plated roof tiles.
Not only did it have the functionality and exterior
appearance of the central station of the capital city of a
nation that had defeated Russia in war, but also its
interior, with its decorated supporting columns shining
in the gentle light pouring through the windows in the
vaulted domed ceiling and its ticket counters with their
abundant granite and high-end wood materials, was
filled with the stateliness and massive splendor befitting
the gateway to the Imperial city. It did indeed boast the

architectural dignity to represent Japan.
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The inauguration ceremony for Tokyo Station took
ce on December 18, 1914 to coincide with the victory
celebration of the return of the Military Command.
General Kamio, from World War 1. It was attended by
many dignitaries, headed by Prime Minister Okuma, one
of the key moters of railway construc A large
celebration arch was set in front of the station, and the
mood was celebratory, until the train carrying the Diet

members to the ceremony suddenly malfunctioned.

With the opening of Tokyo Station, the role of
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Shimbashi Statio: as changed from the origin of the

Tokaido Main Line into a freight station and it was

renamed Shiodome, while the former Karasumori

View of the North (Exit) Gate. (Picture Postcard) 1914% (KE3)
Rickshaws were the main mode of transport after getting off the train. Many rickshaws can be
seen waiting for fares. Of the many picture postcards of Tokyo Station, most are photographs
taken of the North Gate. It is very interesting to note the changes in attire of the people and
the vehicles as the period changes.

Full view of Tokyo Station immediately after its opening
(Picture Postcard) 1914
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1915 (4th Year of the Taisho Era)
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1934~1945% (FBF19~20) D70k -
Second floor guest room in 1950s

Reception area between 1934 - 1945
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Tokyo Station Hotel opened a year after the station
itself, and was the first hotel to be integrated with a —
station. A European style hotel with 72 rooms and
banquet facilities, it became immensely popular and
enjoyed full occupancy right from its opening. At the
time of its opening, the hotel was managed by
Seiyoken, which had experience managing restaurants.
It was then directly managed by the Ministry of
Railways and after the disruption during WWII and the
postwar period, was reopened in 1951. With its

convenient location, annexed to the station, it was
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The banquet hall “Botan Room” in the 1950s cherished by the literary set and appeared in many

literary works. The hotel was closed for preservation
o . . and restoration work, and reopened in October 2012
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* Reprinted from “Memories of Red Bricks”, issued by the Tokyo Station Hotel, 2005. The hotel entrance in 1950s Coffee shop on the first floor (around 1960) e heInG LelUstaDp e anc e o RI00 by carsIberones
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