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The sites of the incidents
rance
irway to Platform #4 near the Central Concourse.
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a 15cm ddg"er in his right chest.

Master's office, nothing could be done to save him. The attacker later said in a disposition that he was dissatisfied with
the strong policies of Hara's Seiyukai Cabinet but investigations of his background motives revealed little.
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Site of the attack on Prime Minister Hamaguchi
At 858 a.m. on November 14, 1930, Prime V
car of the limited

g along the platform to ds the first
to observe the Army's special exten

ang out and Hamaguchi hunched over, clasping his stomach. A doctor

d, and Hamaguchi was immediately taken to the To Imperial University

r iti nd he died the

tance shown by

abinet to the pr of the military concerning the

train T'subamy

Hamaguchi's Rikk tutional Dcmoc
ratification of the London Naval Agreement and other issues.
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The brick station building in the Taisho period (around 1924-1925)
ntrance hall for the Imperial hc hold and station offices were located on the

The second and third floors on the northern side w

re used by the Central

ration Bureau and the southern side provided access to Tokyo
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Aerial view of Tokyo Station and the Marunouchi area
“Japanese Geography and Customs, Greater Tokyo” 1931
The magnificent Station Building with the vast station forecourt bef
Building i . e of the four platforms are the
building, a small Yaesu Entrance, and the
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The platform in the morning
“Japanese Geography and Customs, Greater Tokyo” 1931
Vith the opening of Tokyo St'ltlon large companies began to locate their offices

gomtr to the commercia
ce travelers added to the cr inside the stati
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1921 (10th year of Taisho Era)

Assassination of Prime Minister
Takashi Hara at the Marunouchi
South Gate
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Events that cast a dark shadow over the history of
Tokyo Station are the two assassinations that took
place on the premises. In 1921, Prime Minister Takashi
Hara, known as the prime minister of the common
folk, was fatally stabbed in the chest by a 19 year old
assailant, and in 1930, the year before the Manchurian
Incident, Prime Minister Osachi Hamaguchi, known as
the lion-hearted prime minister, was shot with a pistol
on the platform and suffered serious injuries that
resulted in his death half a year later. The words ‘Tt
is the man's true worth,” spoken when he was
attacked, became a catchphrase in those days. Even
today, there are plaques indicating the exact location
of these incidents at the Marunouchi South Gate and

on the central stairway to Platform #4.
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1923 (12th year of Taisho Era)
The Great Kanto Earthquake
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Scene near Ginza Street immediately after the quake Refugees flocking to Tokyo Station (Picture Postcard) Sl e 2 — e o ] g e 2
Photos of the aftermath of fire from the Great Kanto Earthquake of Tokyo Station withstood the quake and turned into a refuge for disaster WS/ = F 2 —RT.9D WL BB - e T #
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September 1, 1923. At 11:35 a.m., a powerful earthquake
measuring 7.9 on the Richter scale hits the Kanto area.
More than 135,000 buildings are either flattened or
destroyed by fire, and the total number of fatalities
exceeds 110,000. However, there is no major damage to
the Tokyo Station building, and miraculously, not a
single casualty. But the fire that erupted after the quake
is fie setting fire to some of the 280 passenger and
freig! parked near the station, and the station staff
had to uncouple the burning cars and push them away

hand to prevent the fire from spreading. Many
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KBRS IEEL T, waiting rooms and spilling over onto the platforms and
Eve.af:uatior] train coming into Nippori station and refugees into the freight cars. At one time, the total number of
waiting for it Freight cars untouched by the fire (Picture Postcard) . A
Photos of the aftermath of fire from the Great Kanto Earthquake of Freight cars were also used to transport the victims. It was not easy to refugees was said to number around 8000.

September 1, 1923 get a permit to ride this train.




Sending Young Men to the Front (1943)

Scene on the platforr

F

Sta

g conscripts leave for the front
million conscr aid to have departed from Tokyo
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A Train Arriving at Tokyo Station with Returning Soldiers (1948)

Morning Roll Call (1943)

A winter roll call with Mr. Amano, the 5th Station Master,
addressing th rtime, many female staff can be
seen, and the men are w g leggings.

(In front of the Marunouchi North Entrance, where the taxi
stand is now located)
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1943 (18th year of Showa Era)

Enforcement of
the National Mobilization Law

19434 (FEAIL8) \ M D FEALIC RS [ 5K AR B H i 0
MEATIC R CRELHEE THICBASNLBFRAIC
A AE KT R EH O AR WS AN
FBUTH200 A2k § & 7k B 2%, AL tuAl %
BULORBLFERENERITHEHIZ L RS,
W7 BIC BB EERET e IS, R TI
19454 (I F120) 5 [ HURTBRA T 1 S5 22 4% | & Bl %
L2 LEoHLDIDRAD, R OD T 237 Htk O
KB PRV PR DR B REICE 57,

In 1943, the National Mobilization Law came into effect,
and the employment of young women grew rapidly to
replace the men who had been sent away in military
service or to defense plants. By the end of the war,
more than 200 female staff members were working at
the ticket office and the gates, and were doing heavy
physical work such as track maintenance. To provide a
suitable level of education to these girls, Tokyo Station
Girls High School was established in May 1945 inside
the Station. The school closed just three months later

when the war ended.
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