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1945 (20th year of Showa Era)

Marunouchi main building
almost completely burned down
by an incendiary bomb

19454 (A A120) 5 H25H K O B29I & % HE 5
DEEEZ T HEDRIE, FHOZBEL T
BLENTEME LI ONERE DR — 2 L3R 55
ABERL 720 25 HIRE  BIAED O WAL O 0 J AR 22
PORZ LA o7z RKIG72HELHROLSH NG
R HFERDOY VRNV TEH -7 F—2DEMR A
BEF & B2 LA LEHICIZ R COBEIHE B 2B L
2H B D27 HIZIZF 57 0 i A3 F B Sz o 14
194748 (HEA22) | 2 I 0 K BB BRE A ek &
[l CBR & D i i 2 SR TR L 725, ik L\ B Be S 2%
ZTNERFS Lo,

After sustaining a direct hit by an incendiary bomb
dropped by a U.S. military B29 on May 25, 1945, the
magnificent domes of Tokyo station, the symbols of the
Imperial city's gateway, and the third floor were lost to
fire. The fire started in the top level of the Marunouchi
North Entrance late at night on the 25th and spread
rapidly to the Central and South Entrances, destroying
the domes that symbolized Tokyo Station. Restoration
work began the following day, and two days later, on
the 27th, five trains resumed operation.

In 1947, Mr. Amano, the Station Master at that time,
insisted strongly that the station be restored to its
original grandeur, but the difficult financial situation

made it impossible.
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Tokaido Shinkansen Opening Departure Ceremony (October 1,

i #1 (6:00 am departure) ribbon-cutting by National Railways
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0-Series Train “Hikari” that Took the Superexpress Title from
“Tsubame”  Photo: Kotsu Shinbunsha
The realization of a standard gauge was a dream of an National
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NEW TOKAIDO LINE
Product of the wisdom and effort of the Japanese people
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Last Day of Operation for “Kodama” and Shinkansen Trial Run
(September 30, 1960)

With the opening of the Tokaido Shinkansen, the old limited express
train “Kodama” was slated for de i g. From the r day,
the Shinkansen would fill the starring role. The two had a brief
encounter. This scene symbolizes the exchange of the old and new
stars of the

Shinkansen Inauguration Monument
In addition to the commemorative nameplate, there is a relief of Japan
vs President Shinji Sogo on which the following words
A flower blossoms, and the world is in Spring.”
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1964 (39th year of Showa Era)
Opening of the Tokaido Shinkansen
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On October 1, 1964, as the entire country waited with
bated breath for the impending Olympics, the dream
bullet train connecting Tokyo and Shin-Osaka, the
Tokaido Shinkansen, began operation. With the rapid
increase in transportation volume following Japan's
fast economic growth after WWII, the Tokaido
Shinkansen was proposed as a way to drastically
reform the Tokaido Main Line, which had become
overcrowded with passengers and cargo loads. It ran
on a separate broad gauge (standard gauge) track, the
laying of which had been a long-standing desire since
the Meiji era (1868-1912) and made the world’ s fastest
operating speeds of 210 kph (130 mph) speed possible.
The Shinkansen became a vital artery to support
rapid economic growth. The construction of the
Shinkansen Tokyo Station began in 1961, and in a rush
job was completed in July, three months before the

train line’ s debut.
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Founding of East Japan Railway Company (April 1, 1987)
Following the division and privatization of Japan National
Railways, six passenger railway companies including East Japan
Railway Company (JR East) and one cargo company were
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1972 (47th year of Showa Era)

The Opening of the Tokyo
Underground Train Station
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established.

L 4
(4
4

-F.

ey

78 .

WSROI e |FE21—
1992 (Em4)7TA1R

el 2 RN e A E NI
JIHANSTEDIRR DAL 20720

Debut of Yamagata Shinkansen “Tsubasa”
(July 1, 1992)

A Shinkansen connecting Tokyo and Yamagata
begins operation, making it unnecessary to change
trains to travel to Yamagata.
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Debut of Nagano Shinkansen “Asama” (October 1, 1997)
With the improvement work on Tokyo Station that began in
November 1990, Tokyo Station was connected in a high-speed
network with the five directions of JR East (Akita, Yamagata,
Morioka, Niigata, and Nagano).

In 1972, when the railways were approaching their
100th anniversary, the Tokyo underground train station
was opened with the introduction of a new underground
line, the Sobu-Honsen, which travelled between Tokyo
and Kinshicho. The platform connected from
underground to above ground by very long escalators
and elevators that went five flights below ground, or 28
meters (92 feet) deep.

Following the 1987 breakup and privatization of Japan
National Railways, in 1990 the Keiyo Line underground
platform was built, and the following year the Tohoku
and Joetsu Shinkansen began departures from Tokyo
Station. Then, in 1997, the Nagano Shinkansen and
Yamagata-Akita Shinkansen began operation. Tokyo
Station thus became the base, centered on the
Shinkansen, for long-distance trains extending
throughout the country. As such, the functions of the

terminal have continued to evolve at a rapid pace.
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